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SERVICES DURING 
DECEMBER 2006 

 
DECEMBER  
Sunday 3 Dec.  
8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP said)  
10.00am  Morning Prayer (BCP sung)    
6.00pm  Praise Service  
 
Wednesday 6 Dec. 
10.30am Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 10 Dec. 
10.00am  Family Communion 
(Junior Church & Crèche in School 9.50am) 
6.00pm Second Sunday Forum  
 
Sunday 17 Dec. 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP said) 
10.00am  Family Service     
6.00pm CAROL SERVICE 
followed by seasonal refreshments  
 
 
 
 
Sunday 24 Dec. – Christmas Eve 
10.00am  NO SERVICE   
6.00pm CRIB SERVICE   
11.15pm PARISH COMMUNION 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday 25 Dec. – Christmas Day 
10.00am FAMILY COMMUNION  
 
Sunday 31 Dec. 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP said)  
10.00am Village Praise 
6.00pm NO Service  

SERVICES DURING JANU-
ARY &  

EARLY FEBRUARY 2007 
 
JANUARY  
Wednesday 3 Jan. 
10.30am Holy Communion  
 
Sunday 7 Jan. 
8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP said)  
10.00am  Morning Prayer (BCP sung)    
6.00pm  Praise Service  
 
Sunday 14 Jan. 
10.00am  Family Communion 
(Junior Church & Crèche 
   in School 9.50am)  
6.00pm Second Sunday Forum  
 
Sunday 21 Jan. 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP said) 
10.00am Family Service     
6.00pm Evening Prayer (BCP sung)    
 
Sunday 28 Jan. 
10.00am Parish Communion 
(11+, Junior Church & Crèche  
   in School 9.50am)  
 
FEBRUARY  
Sunday 4 Feb. 
8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP said)  
10.00am  Morning Prayer (BCP sung) 
6.00pm  Praise Service  
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New Era? 
 

What do Russians, seafarers and children have in common? The answer is 
St. Nicholas who is commemorated on the 6th December. What St. George is 
to England, St. Nicholas is to Russia. His prayers are also reputed to have 
rescued many a sailor struggling to survive the savage sea. Some travellers 
wear St. Nicholas pendants hoping for protection on their journeys. Evidently 
St. Nicholas also campaigned for children’s rights and welfare in his life, 
which led to his becoming their special patron. Indeed, St. Nicholas was 
adopted as the dedication of my old school and Benjamin Britten wrote a 
cantata to mark it. St. Nicholas was everyone’s favourite saint in the middle 
ages, though in reality very little is known about him. 
 

He was the 4th Century Bishop of Myra in Asia Minor. Documents tell us that 
much, but little more. However, there are many legends and stories attached 
to his life. One of the most famous was his bid to help 3 girls whose family 
were in dire straits. He secretly dropped bags of gold down the chimney to 
rescue them from starvation. One of these bags fell into a stocking left by the 
fire to dry. With his particular concern for children, he was adopted as the 
saint specially associated with Christmas. In Europe he became Santa Claus 
and in some countries secret presents are given on the eve of St. Nicholas 
day. Others translate the practice to Christmas when stockings are hung by 
hopeful children. 
 

For the Christian, Christmas takes on a different significance. It marks the 
anniversary of the birth of Christ some 2000 years ago. This is immensely 
significant because our dating system is based upon the “Year of our Lord” – 
A.D. Today we live in a lottery age where the idea of the Almighty God taking 
a personal interest and becoming involved in our lives is not appreciated. 
Most people simply hang up their stocking, wear a lucky pendant, and hope 
for the best. After all, they say, who can tell what tomorrow will bring? But 
the Christian message offers substantial hope because it relates to a God 
who is eternal and constant. It is substantial because this same God was 
born in a stable and remains alive today. Christians testify to the reality of 

their tangible relationship with Him today, such that they have 
confidence in the Lord for tomorrow. 2007 can be a new year 
of direction and hope if we let Christ have His rightful place 
as Lord and King in our lives. 
 
Do come and join us as we celebrate Christ’s birthday at 
church during the season. 
 

  
  HAPPY CHRISTMAS!  Jeremy White  
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Churchyard News 
 
We have had a visit from Annie Gray who lives in Adelaide, South  Australia. Annie was 
looking for the grave of her great, great, great grandparents. To her enormous delight and 
surprise she found their gravestone in our churchyard. Both her great, great, great grandpar-
ents were born here in Uplyme in 1777 when the United States of America was one year 
old. William Gardner died in 1828, aged 51; Sarah his wife lived to the grand old age of 84 
and died on 15th April, 1861. They had one son, John, born in 1817 who was 71 years old 
when he died in 1888. Annie said, "it is amazing to know that bits of my own DNA were 
alive and kicking, hearing news of Nelson and Wellington, as they went about their ordi-
nary lives in Uplyme." 
 
We had a very successful clear-up of the 
churchyard in October and removed eight 
huge bags of weeds. The hedges in particular 
look very smart now. Many thanks to all who 
helped.    Jack Thomas 

Welcome to this festive edition 
of the Parish News. 

 

The Village is certainly getting ready for 
Christmas and the New Year. Inside the 

magazine you’ll find details of the various ways you can spend your festive 
season. There’s plenty going on, with something for everyone! Whether it 
be participating in the fun at the Pub starting off with their popular ‘Carols 
and Mince Pies’ (page 6&7), joining the School for their many festivities 
(page 11) or watching the Pre-school Christmas Play (page 13).  
 

This is also a busy and enjoyable time for the Church. Please do come 
along and join us in the church’s celebrations. The traditional Carol Service 
is on the 17th December, the Crib Service and Nativity Play on the 24th 
December, and the atmospheric midnight communion on Christmas Eve. It 
is worth noting that all of the festive services are well 
attended, so it is advisable to get there in plenty of time! 
 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Prosperous  
New Year.  
 

Robin Hodges Editor 
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Royal British Legion, Women's Section  
We again won the cup for craft at the East Devon Group meeting in Honiton in October - with 
our mince pies (despite one having been sat on the journey!). Mr Derek Rudd gave a most 
interesting talk about Devonshire accents, including some words and phrases which some of 
the older local members remembered from their childhood.  
No mince-pies at our A G M - delicious butterfly cakes kindly provided by Pauline Burls, 
who is in charge of teas. All officers and committee were re-elected and Barbara Cooper was 
elected to bring the committee up to eleven. Pat Day continues as President. She combines 
this office with that of Vice-chairman, is arranger of outings, provider of hospitality for gar-
den and committee meetings, and is Poppy Appeal Organiser. On display were three silver 
cups. Two had been won by the branch during the year: the county cup for having raised the 
most money and the Group Craft Cup. The third was won at last year's County Conference by 
Pat Day for photography. Our Chairman Beryl Denham welcomed four new members and 
thanked everyone for their hard work raising money, particularly the committee, from which 
she singled out: Alma Wickens who made £283.75 from raffles at branch meetings; the three 
Pats - P Day for all she does; P Carroll who wants to resign after six years as Delegate to 
County and Group meetings; P Turral who has successfully completed her first year as Treas-
urer, acts as Sick Visitor and helps with transport; Pauline Burls for her very generous work in 
the kitchen; and the Secretary, who to her surprise was presented with a certificate for 10 
years collecting for the Poppy Appeal - how time flies!  
After the business we enjoyed an account by Pat Day and Beryl Denham of their visit to 
Highgrove. As strict security forbids the use of cameras (and passports are required) we relied 
on the booklets passed round and our speakers' graphic descriptions of the beautiful grounds.  
On December 4th we shall have our Christmas tea, to which members of neighbouring 
branches have been invited. We hope many of our own members will come and join in the 
Beetle Drive.  
In January there is the outing to Plymouth; we shall welcome Tom Baldry to the February 5th 
meeting to speak on the History of Furniture-making (visitors are welcome); the Jumble Sale 
is on February 10th (helpers and jumble needed, please).  
        Ursula Everett 

  Men: 8-80 
 

Two recent events have been a great success, a walk 
round our lovely village, and the surrounding Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), and a Skittles night at The Talbot 
pub. 
 

Breakfast at The Old Black Dog on Saturday 9 December at 8am with a 
guest speaker, will be our next event, Cost only £7. We ideally need to 
know numbers in advance so please indicate your 
attendance to Terry, Mike or Mark. 
 

Further events for the New Year will be arranged. 
Contact details Terry Daly (445541), Mike Whittome 
(445744) or Mark Trafford (443252). 
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Mothers Union  
The Speaker for our November meeting was unable to come but 
David Dare kindly took her place. We always enjoy his visits, 
and he gives us a lot to think about.  Next month our Speaker 
will be our Deanery Chairman, Jean Jones who will also enrol 
two new members. Visitors are always welcome.   
       Iris Cox 

UPLYME WI 
 
The President welcomed members to the annual Meeting on 8th Novem-
ber. After the singing of 'Jerusalem', birthday posies were presented to 2 
members and also to Vera Kitchen who is leaving the district. Annual Re-
ports were given by the Treasurer, Secretary and President.  Mrs Lilian 
Bagnall was re-elected as President. Baskets of flowers were given to 
Shirley Hobden and Molly Horan who have retired from the committee.  
After the business meeting a 'Flower Drive' caused much hilarity, the win-
ner being Betty Hudson. The flower of the month competition was won by 
Kay Sanders. The meeting closed at 4 pm after tea and biscuits.  
The next meeting will be held at the Mariners Hotel, Lyme Regis on De-
cember 13th. 
       Shirley Hobden.  

   
 
Following the enjoyable service last 
Christmas, once again the children of 
Junior Church (JC’s) will be performing 
the nativity tableaux in the crib service, 
on Sunday 24th December. Children 

from the village and the school are more than welcome to participate in the 
crib service, but will need to attend the following rehearsals. 
 
Rehearsal Dates: 
26th November : During JC session 
10th December: During JC session & music rehearsal 11.00 after service 
21st December: Dress rehearsal 10.00-12.00 
24th December: From 4.00pm with packed tea. 
 
For further details of the Crib Service, or JC’s 
please contact  
Kate Eaton (01297 445135) or  
Neil Pullinger (01297 443973) 
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News From The Pub  
 
 Sorry about last month, time crept up on me and 
I missed the deadline ‘yet again!’ 
With the holiday trade definitely over the business has 
become very quiet, but there is still lots to do like 
mountains of ironing! 
 We have not yet got around to replacing the 
carpet in the Restaurant, Steve and I have been having 
‘long into the night’ discussions about the flooring in 
this area of the pub, and at the moment we have 
agreed to disagree and sort it out in January. We have 
just had Installed a new fire alarm system, a huge, but 
very essential expense, and also had to pay the new 
annual licence fee to East Devon District Council. 
 Darts, Skittles and Pool are well underway, but due to various reasons we 
were really sorry to lose three of our skittle teams and also one pool team. I would 
like to use this opportunity to thank the captains and players of these teams for all 
their efforts and support over the last two seasons. The skittle ally is a real head-
ache for us. It really is in need of a complete rebuild/makeover, I worry that the 
forces of nature will intervene before we have chance to decide on the future of it.! 
Our chimneys have been swept, and the comfy sofas are back in their familiar win-
ter positions in the top bar. Not only for the comfort of our customers, but for Steve‘s 
Sunday afternoon snooze if the pub is shut! 
 It was really lovely to have all our local University Students home for a week-
end in early November when they all met up in the pub. They are such a great 
bunch, we were all pleased to hear that they have settled in living away from home 
and are enjoying their freedom sorry… I should have said studies!!!! 
 Our special customer and friend Terry Matthews recently enjoyed his birth-
day celebrations at the pub, and more good news about the Matthews family, Alan 
and Helen are expecting their first baby so Big Congratulations to them all. 
 We have a few things planned for the pub leading up to Christmas and into 
the New Year. Our Seniors Christmas Lunch will take place on Thursday 14th De-
cember. As everyone enjoyed our ‘Christmas Carol, Mulled Wine and Mince Pie’ 
evening last year, by popular request we will be doing the same this year on the 
evening of Thursday 14th December at 7pm, please do come and join us. We even 
had a best singers competition last year between top and bottom bar. I know there 
are good ’Welsh’ singers in our Village so your vocal talents would be a great sup-
port to me!! Our grand Christmas draw will take place on December 22nd  from 7.30. 
There will be Live Music from the great duo IRONIC on December 23rd. Both these 

evenings promise to be very enjoyable, so again do please come 
and be part of the great Christmas Village atmosphere at the Pub. 
Christmas Day we will be open from 11.30 until 1.30, but we will be 
closed on Christmas evening and open as normal on Boxing Day. 
Take Aways will be available as normal on Tuesday 26th, and Sen-
iors Lunches on the 28th. 
 We already have a few bookings for Christmas functions, 
remember if you have family or visitors coming for the festive season 
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why not come to the pub either, on a lunch time or evening, and enjoy our festive 
menu. Please ring us just to confirm available space. 
 New Years Eve we will be having a Disco, the theme for the evening if you 
want to dress up is ABBA. THERE WILL BE PRIZES FOR BEST DRESSED LOOK 
ALIKE ABBA MEMBER. Everyone is welcome, and the more the merrier. There 
will be a complimentary buffet from ‘IKEA’!! On New years Day, please join Steve 
and Bronwen, Derby and Henna (although Derby does not know this yet!) for their 
guided, brisk walk to start off your New Years Resolution of keeping fit. Then back 
at the pub for a freebie bowl of home made soup and crusty bread, to start off your 
New Years Resolution OF EATING AND DRINKING MORE AT THE PUB!! Janu-
ary 2ND will be our annual trip to the Devon and Exeter Races, weather permitting. 
Please book and pay for bus seat ASAP. A poster will be up in the pub soon. This 
trip will get booked very quickly so it has to be on a first come first served basis. 

 Well, that’s it for this month and of course this Year. 
On behalf of Steve, Myself, our Family and Staff, and not 
forgetting Bronwen we would like to wish each and every-
one of you a very MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HEALTHY 
AND VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR. 
Kind Regards To You All    Wendy  
Ps. Bronwen’s bark has broken!! and thank goodness. She 
now sounds more like her pedigree parents as opposed to 
sounding like Scooby Doo!  

 
 

SATURDAY 2nd DECEMBER  
1.00 - 4.00  

in the Village Hall 
 

come and enjoy our special  
“Christmas Lunch in a Bun!” 
Turkey and all the trimmings! 

 

Also... 
Stalls:  Christmas cards, cakes,  

Home produce, Christmas decorations, Fairtrade items, Plants, 
Clothes,  

High quality bric-a-brac 
Raffle, Children’s Activities,  
Carol Singing ETC,  ETC. 
DO COME & JOIN US! 
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UPLYME CHURCH GIFT DAY 17th SEPTEMBER 
 
Gift Day once again gave us an opportunity as a 
Church, and community to share with those in need 
overseas and to support work nearer home. On be-
half of the Parochial Church Council can I say thank 
you to everyone who returned envelopes either in 
church, at the services on Sunday, or subsequently 
by hand or by post. The total received was £5120 
and on top of this we will be able to reclaim tax paid 

by donors through Gift Aid of well over £1000 - a magnificent sum. 
 

At their last meeting the PCC discussed the final distribution of funds which 
were agreed as follows: 
 
eMakhosini School    £500 
Kids 4 Kids     £900 
St. George’s Mission   £750 
South American Missionary Society £450 
Youth Ministry    £2350 
Karen People    £100 
Church Pastoral Aid Society  £130 
Church Fabric Fund   £650 
 
A donation was also sent to Tear Fund and together with money raised by 
the pupils of Mrs Ethelston’s School, at their Harvest service, meant that a 
cheque for £700 was sent to support the fund’s work. 
 

Once again, a very big thank you. 
 

Neil Pullinger - Hon Treasurer  

Uplyme & Lyme Regis Horticultural Society - members are invited to 
join two early-season expeditions organised by our friends in Axminster. 
 

The first is on Friday 16th February for bird watching on the River Exe. If 
that sounds a bit chilly Mrs Ouzman writes: "You can be on the top deck well 
clad for any weather, or in the centrally heated deck below, able to see and 
hear everything". Cost £16.20 to include coach, boat fare and tips.  
 

Then on Friday 16th March there is a pre-opening visit to Charlton Farm 
Children's Hospice, newly built on the Tyntesfield estate. Cost £10.70 to in-
clude coach, tip and a donation to the hospice.  
 

Booking forms for both these outings are available from Uplyme P.O and 
Hunters Croft Nursery. 
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Christian Aid. 
An update as Christmas and the New Year approaches. 

 
Some additional contributions to our Christian Aid Week collection, means our total 
is £1,070.44, plus the tax return on the money gift aided. We still wait for final con-
firmation of the gift aid tax return, but we are expecting approximately £140. That is 
over £1,200, an absolutely fantastic total. Thank you all once again. 
 
To give you some idea as to what your money will achieve, £1,200 will provide: 
 
1. Training for 8 midwives in Burkina Faso 
2. Training for 32 youth counsellors on HIV and AIDS in Ethiopia. 
3. Provide earthquake-proof housing in El Salvador. 
4. 63 sheep in Bolivia 
5. The salary of 14 teachers in Bangladesh for a year, thus providing better 

prospects for many children. 
6. Over 17,000 cocoa trees in South America (yes over 17,000!) Selling the 
      cocoa beans from these trees provides a family with an ongoing income. 
 
For every £1 raised, 79.5p is spent on fighting poverty, 19p is used to raise the 
next pound and only 1.5p goes on management and administration costs. 
 
Christian Aid Week is of course a significant fund raising event. Funding however 
is required throughout the year. If you can make a contribution at this significant 
time of the year, in the Christian calendar, then contributions to Christian Aid are 
always welcomed and appreciated. Money can be given to Margaret or Mark Traf-
ford, or sent directly to Christian Aid, FREEPOST. (No postcode is required). 
Cheques should be made payable to ‘Christian Aid’. 
 
Margaret and Mark, would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a very 
Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year. Please accept our apologies for not 
sending Christmas cards to all our friends within our local community. We shall be 
making a gift aided donation to Christian Aid instead. 
 
Please remember that as well as 
money, your prayers and action 
against global poverty are al-
ways welcome. 
 
Thank you. Margaret and  
Mark Trafford 01297 443252 
 
www.christianaid.org.uk 
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OUT AND ABOUT WITH JOHN PENNINGTON 
 

It’s finally getting colder, the nights are drawing in and summer is fast becoming a 
distant memory. Walking through the magnificent arboretum above Woodhouse 
recently, I marvelled at the size of some Horse Chestnuts I picked off the ground. 
They are easily the largest I've ever found, and will be roasted in my fire. Discuss-
ing the other huge specimen trees I saw with my Father, he pointed out the fact that 
most of them are not native to this corner of England and were introduced to the 
UK in the 18th and 19th centuries. All these species, along with several other inter-
esting trees to be found in the gardens of Uplyme, not to mention the fantastic Un-
dercliff - part of which also falls within the Parish Boundary, make the village an 
arboreal gem. Over 40 acres of new woodland is fast becoming established above 
Holcombe too. Take some time to look around you and marvel at the trees of 
Uplyme, especially the Yew tree in the churchyard.  
I read recently that the village shop may close in the New Year. Such a shame if it 
happens. It is inconceivable in today's economy, to imagine Uplyme with several 
shops and pubs trading successfully. The explosion in cars, supermarkets, and most 
recently the Internet has meant that Uplyme has gone the way of most villages, 
loosing its local traders with these businesses becoming residential properties. This 
month's photo shows two shops that have long since disappeared from the village 
street.  

There are plenty of Holly berries to be seen this year, but if you want some hang-
ing up for Christmas you'll have to be quick and beat the birds - especially if it gets 
much colder. Who can remember when Uplyme was last covered in snow at 
Christmas time? I certainly can't, when I moved to the area in the late '70's there 
had certainly been plenty of snow in the preceding winters, but I don't think it fell 
over Christmas. If the planet is warming up it may be a very long time before 
Uplyme wakes up to a blanket of white on Christmas morning.  
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.   JP 
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NEWS FROM  
MRS ETHELSTON’S 

 
At the recent Annual General Meeting of the 
PTA, a decision was taken to adopt a new con-
stitution and as a result, the ‘Friends of Mrs 
Ethelston’s’ was born. This change allows us to 
broaden our membership. Parents may remain 
members when their children leave the school 

and anyone interested in helping the school may do so. There is a great deal of 
expertise in the village and it would be good to harness this to benefit our children. 
Could you help? 
 
As Christmas approaches, school life definitely moves up several gears. Apart from 
the general air of excitement, there is much to do. Practices for the Christmas pro-
ductions are top of the list, but amongst the buzz and rush of activity I always feel 
privileged to share Christmas celebrations with children. Of course, adults get 
caught up in the rush and bustle too, but there is no escaping the fact that at the 
heart of Christmas is a little child.  
 
The Infants begin our celebrations with a presentation of the musical ‘It’s a Party!’ 
in church on Tuesday 5th December at 1.45 p.m. and on the following day at 6.30 
p.m. During this term, the Juniors have been looking at Victorian life as part of 
their History topic. They will be presenting the musical ‘Scrooge’, based of course 
on Charles Dickens's ‘A Christmas Carol.’ For the first time for many years, this will 
take place in the Village Hall and is on Friday 8th December at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.  
 
If carol singing is more to your liking, there will be a traditional service of carols 
and readings on Monday 18th December at 1.45 p.m. in church. To top off the 
celebrations for those who prefer their carol singing around a Christmas tree, we 
shall be meeting in the school playground at 6 p.m. on the same day to sing the 
old favourites. The Friends will be providing traditional refreshments during the 
break.  
 
Do you heave even a small sigh when Christmas approaches at 
the thought of all those cards to write, presents to wrap, cook-
ing to be done? Why not be refreshed this Christmas by joining 
us at any of our celebrations and hearing the message from 
our children? Remember, our school is your school and if you 
would like to come along, simply let us know beforehand by 
telephoning us on 442210. Think of it as a pre-Christmas de-
tox! 
 
A very Happy and Blessed Christmas from all at Mrs Eth-
elston’s.    Roger Grose 
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FAMILY PAGE  - organised by Iris Cox 
 
 

Bishop's Cake  
The weight of 2 eggs in butter, flour and sugar.  
2 ozs each of walnuts and grated chocolate.  
1.5 ozs each of chopped cherries and candied peel.  
1 Cream butter and sugar, add egg yolks  
2 Beat whites stiffly, and fold in gently with all other ingredients.  
3 Bake for 45 minutes at just under 180 or gas mark 4.  
 
 
A Christmas meditation  
 
Lord, I am like to mistletoe  
Which has no root and cannot grow  
or prosper, but by the same tree  
it clings about - so I by Thee.  
What need I fear at all  
so long as I about Thee crawl?  
But if that tree should fall and die  
Tumble shall heaven and so down will I.  
Author unknown.  
 
 
FRUIT SHERRY PUNCH 
 

1 CUP ORANGE JUICE  500 ML BOTTLE GINGER ALE 
1 CUP APPLE JUICE  500 ML BOTTLE SODA WATER 
¾ CUP DRY SHERRY  1 TABLESPOON CHOPPED MINT 
1 LEMON 
HALF CUCUMBER 
 
Combine apple and orange juice 
with sherry and finely sliced 
lemon and cucumber. 
Mix well and refrigerate. 
Just before serving add chilled 
ginger ale, soda water and mint. 
Makes one and three quarter 
litres. 
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Uplyme Church Surf weekend  
- we shredded dude!  

 
To shouts of 'Kahuna' and 'Gnarly dude' a party of 50 young, and some not quite 
so young people from the various Uplyme Church Youth Groups spent a weekend 
in North Devon at St Georges House. A mix of surfing, beach activities, games, 
eating (lots!) and exploring the theme of 'Finding God everywhere', meant that 
everyone came away exhausted, but satisfied, having made some new friends too!  
To some of you this may sound like heaven and to others perhaps the opposite, 
but I can tell you there is something very special about going away for a weekend 
together. It's amazing the changes I see in young people from spending time in 
close community, where friendships are forged and honed and the deep sense of 
need for belonging found in all of us begins to be fulfilled. Maybe you'd like to join 
us next year? I've got a spare wetsuit...  
 
Irve Griffiths, Uplyme Parish Youth Worker. 

UPLYME PRE-SCHOOL 
 
 Uplyme Pre-school is currently thriving, with the 
number of children attending being almost at our limit. 
The outlook for the group, for the rest of the year is also 
looking good. By Easter the group will be completely full, 
and numbers at the moment look to be maintained in 
September after a large number children have moved up to “Big School”. 
 The Leaders and Helpers continue to do a fantastic job, with a variety of 
subjects being studied by the children. Throughout the winter the children have 
been looking at topics such as leaves, colours, cooking and have also had very 
enjoyable visits from a Police Officer and the Fire Brigade! We also try and involve 
the children in as many outdoor activities as possible, weather permitting. 
 At present the children are working hard rehearsing for their Christmas Play 
on 19th December in the Village Hall, 10.30am for 11.00am start. All are most wel-
come to come along for the performance, sample our refreshments and take part in 
the raffle. Very nice prizes, so I have been told! 
         Annie Thurgood 

THE FULL POODLE 
 

Sorry, no space for the 
Full Poodle Article this 
month, but they will re-
turn in February with 
more computer tips and 
tricks! 



16 

DECEMBER 
Friday 1 December 
9.00am-12.00 Pre-School 
2.30pm-11.00pm Alison Neal  
Saturday 2 December 
9.00am-4.00pm Church Bazaar 
7.00pm-11.00pm Mainly Ballroom 
Sunday 3 December 
9.30am-11.30pm Quakers 
Monday 4 December 
9.00am-12.00 Pre-School 
2.00pm-4.30pm Royal British Legion 
5.30pm-7.00pm Brownies 
7.30pm Short Mat Bowls 
Tuesday 5 December 
9.00am-12.00 noon Pre- School 
1.30pm-3.30pm  Toddlers 
5.00pm-6.30pm Tai Chi 
7.30pm Social Club 
Meeting Room 
7.30pm V. Hall C’tee 
Wednesday 6 December 
9.00am-12.00 Pre- School 
1.30pm-4.30pm Patchwork Group 
7.15pm-9.15pm Exercise to Music 
Thursday 7 December 
9.30am-4.30pm   School 
7.30pm-9.30pm Prayer Meeting 
Friday 8 December 
9.00am-12.00 Pre-School 
12.00-9.30pm School 
Saturday 9 December 
3.00pm-midnight Private Hire 
Sunday 10 December  
9.30am-11.30am Quakers 
11.30am-4.00pm Private Hire 
6.00pm-7.00pm Private Hire 
Monday 11 December 
9.00am-noon Pre-School 
5.30pm-7.00pm Brownies 
7.30pm Short Mat Bowls 
Tuesday 12 December 
9.00am-12.00 noon Pre- School 
1.30pm-3.30pm  Toddlers 
5.00pm-6.30pm Tai Chi 
7.30pm Social Club 
Wednesday 13 December 
9.00am-12.00 Pre-School 
7.00pm-10.00pm Parish Council 
Thursday 14 December 
9.30am-4.30pm   School 
7.00pm-8.30pm  Yoga 

Friday 15 December 
9.00am-12.00 Pre-School 
3.45pm-5.00pm Children’s Tennis  
6.00pm-9.00pm School PTA 
Saturday 16 December 
10.00am-4.00pm Private Hire 
7.00pm-11.00pm Mainly Ballroom 
Sunday 17 December  
9.30am-11.30am Quakers 
6.00pm-7.00pm Private Hire 
Monday 18 December 
9.00am-12.00 noon Pre-School 
7.30pm Short Mat Bowls 
Tuesday 19 December  
9.00am-12.00 noon Pre- School 
1.30pm-3.30pm  Toddlers 
5.00pm-6.30pm Tai Chi 
7.30pm Social Club 
Wednesday 20 December 
7.00pm-9.00pm Lym Valley Society 
Thursday 21 December 
7.00pm-8.30pm Yoga 
Friday 22 December nil 
Saturday 23 December nil 
Sunday 24 December 
9.30am-11.30am Quakers 
Monday 25 – Saturday 30 December 
No bookings 
Sunday 31 December  
9.30am-11.30am Quakers 
 
JANUARY 2007 
Monday 1 January 2007 Nil 
Tuesday 2 January  
7.30pm Social Club 
Meeting Room 
7.30pm V.Hall C’tee 
Wednesday 3 January 
9.00am-12.00 Pre- School 
1.30pm-4.30pm Patchwork Group 
Thursday 4 January 
9.30am-4.30pm   School 
4.30pm-6.30pm Ballet 
Friday 5 January 
9.00am-12.00 Pre-School 
3.45pm-5.00pm Children’s Tennis 
Saturday 6 January 
10.00am-4.00pm JUMBLE SALE  
7.00pm-11.00pm Mainly Ballroom 
Sunday 7 January 
9.30am-11.30pm Quakers 
6.00pm-7.00pm Private Hire 

Village Hall  Booking dates for December 2006 & January 2007 
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Monday 8 January 
9.00am-12.00 Pre-School 
4.30pm-5.30pm Ballet 
5.30pm-7.00pm Brownies 
7.30pm Short Mat Bowls 
Meeting Room 
7.30pm-9.00pm Hort. Society 
Tuesday 9 January 
9.00am-12.00 noon Pre- School 
1.30pm-3.30pm  Toddlers 
5.00pm-6.30pm Tai Chi 
7.30pm Social Club 
Wednesday 10 January 
9.00am-12.00 Pre-School 
2.00pm-4.30pm WI 
7.00pm-10.00pm Parish Council 
Thursday 11 January 
9.30am-4.30pm School 
4.30pm-6.30pm Ballet 
Friday 12 January 
9.00am-12.00 Pre-School 
3.45pm-5.00pm Children’s Tennis 
Sunday 14 January  
9.30am-11.30am Quakers 
6.00pm-7.00pm Private Hire 
Monday 15 January 
9.00am-midday Pre-School  
4.30pm-5.30pm Ballet 
5.30pm-7.00pm Brownies 
7.30  Short Mat Bowls 
Tuesday 16 January 
9.00am-12.00 Pre-School 
1.30pm-3.30pm  Toddlers 
5.00pm-6.30pm Tai Chi 
7.30pm  Social Club 
Wednesday 17 January 
9.00am-12.00 Pre- School 
Thursday 18 January 
9.00am-4.30pm  School 
4.30pm-6.30pm Ballet 
Friday 19 January 
9.00am-12.00 Pre-School 
3.45pm-5.00pm Children’s Tennis 
Saturday 20 January 
10.00-4.00 JUMBLE SALE  
7.00-11.00 Mainly Ballroom 
Sunday 21 January 
9.30am-11.30am Quakers 
6.00pm-7.00pm Private hire 
Monday 22 January 
9.00am-12.00 Pre-School 
4.30pm-5.30pm Ballet 
5.30pm-7.00pm Brownies 
7.30pm  Short Mat Bowls 

Tuesday 23 January 
9.00am-12.00 Pre-School 
1.30pm-3.30pm  Toddlers 
5.00pm-6.30pm Tai Chi 
7.30pm  Social Club 
Wednesday 24 January 
9.00am-12.00 Pre-School 
Thursday 25 January 
9.30am-4.30pm School 
4.30pm-6.30pm Ballet 
Friday 26 January 
9.00am-12.00 Pre-School 
3.45pm-5.00pm Children’s Tennis 
Saturday 27 January   
10.30am-4.30pm Jumble Sale  
Sunday 28 January 
9.30am-11.30am  Quakers  
6.00pm-7.00pm Private hire 
Monday 29 January 
9.00am-12.00 Pre-School 
4.30pm-5.30pm Ballet 
5.30pm-7.00pm Brownies 
7.30pm Short Mat Bowls 
Tuesday 30 January 
9.00am-12.00 Pre-School 
1.30pm-3.30pm  Toddlers 
5.00pm-6.30pm Tai Chi 
7.30pm Social Club 
Wednesday 31 January 
9.00am-12.00 Pre- School 
 
FEBRUARY 2007 
Thursday 1 February 
9.30am-4.30pm School 
4.30pm-6.30pm Ballet 
Friday 2 February 
9.00am-12.00 Pre-School 
3.45pm-5.00pm Children’s Tennis 
Saturday 3 February 
7.00pm-11.00pm Mainly Ballroom 
Sunday 4 February 
9.30am-11.30am Quakers 
6.00pm-7.00pm Private hire 
 

These booking times are not neces-
sarily start times of events - check 
with individual organisations for 
event times. For bookings & enquir-
ies about the Village Hall please con-
tact Margaret Wiscombe, Hall Man-
ager, on 443819. 
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Parochial Pest Control 
 
“Bring me those thicky varmints and I shall be paying ‘ee guid monnaie,” said the Rec-
tor of Uplyme.  No, that was not Jeremy speaking in 2006.  That was what Samuel Nor-
rington, Rector of Uplyme, might have said in 1632.  Born in 1578 in the reign of Good 
Queen Bess, Norrington was Rector of Uplyme for 30 years, succeeding his father, 
Simon, who had been Rector from 1560 to 1609.  Father and son served Uplyme for 79 
years.  But what were these varmints that Samuel Norrington was prepared to pay for?  
In those distant years, before civil war racked the country and Lyme Regis was besieged 
by Cromwell’s forces, parishes were responsible for controlling the pests that inhabited 
England’s green and pleasant land.  The Churchwardens’ Accounts for 1632 (deposited 
and on view at the County Record Office in Exeter) reveal that the Churchwardens of 
Uplyme Church at that time, John Suward and John Shave, paid Rechard Wise four-
pence for “gaies hedes”. That is jays’ heads.  Samuell Lasie collected a shilling for pro-
ducing “a graies hed” (i.e. a badger’s head).  Badgers were called grays by country folk 
in Devon until quite recently.  Fox heads also were worth a shilling. Hedgehogs and 
polecats fetched fourpence each, if presented (dead) at the church door.  Hedgehogs 
would have suffered because of the old wives’ tale that they sucked milk from the teats 
of cows.  “Polecats” may sometimes have included stoats and weasels.  The polecat, 
after which Cathole Lane in Yawl is named, was common around here in the seventeenth 
century.  Indeed John Fowles who used to live in the Undercliff related that a pair of 
polecats were seen in the Undercliff as recently as the 1970’s.  A dead jay brought you 
the handsome sum of tuppence.  Bullfinches (variously called upps, oups, opes, or 
hoops) fetched one penny.  Why were bullfinches pests?  Ask any modern gardener the 
reason.  So what’s missing from this fascinating list?  Not a penny was given for a dead 
jay, or a magpie, or crows, ravens and even buzzards.  Even the prolific deer of Uplyme 
escaped slaughter. 
 What can we deduce about life in Uplyme from reading the Churchwardens’ Ac-
counts of 1632?  The Church was the centre of life in Uplyme and everybody in the vil-
lage went to church every week.  Holy Communion (Commean) was celebrated only 
four times a year (Christmas, Easter, Whit Sunday and Palm Sunday).  The Churchwar-
dens were probably the only people in Uplyme, apart from the Rector, who could read 
and write.  Their spelling was eccentric, idiosyncratic and erratic.  Parish comes out as 
pish; jail is gaill; stones are spelt stwanes which gives you a good idea of their Devon 
pronunciation; windows were written as wedos, a hedge was a hage and church came 
over as Charch. The church bells (Charch beles rang by the Rengers) were rung on No-
vember 5th to celebrate the joyful survival of the monarchy from the dastardly attempt a 
mere 27 years earlier in 1605 by Guy Fawkes to blow up the Houses of Parliament and 
James I.  Finally, we have just had our autumnal clean-up the Churchyard.  They did 
exactly the same in 1632.  The item in John Suward’s elegant copperplate handwriting 
reads “for mackeng Clean of the Charchard 4d.” They were paid just over 1p; we did it 
for nothing but the pleasure of a job well done. Maybe times have changed for the better.
          Jack Thomas  
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The Shakespeare Ladies Club 
Tales of Georgian England 

written and performed by Alison Neil 
7.30pm Friday 1st December 2006 

Uplyme Village Hall 
Tickets from Heather Prior 01297 445050 

   & Gill McMenemy 01297 444499 
 

Adult £6, Conc. £5, Child/student £4, Family (1+3 or 2+2) £16 
(suitable for over 12s) 

November Crossword Answers 
Across 
1 Maize 4 Offal 9 Climbs 10 Molech 12 Lucid 13 Outcast 14 Zebulun 20 Torrent 22 
Chair 23 Lloyd's 24 Levite 25 Myrrh 26 Ankle 
Down 
2 Apiece 3 Zebedee 5 Frost 6 Ape-man 7 Scale 8 White 11 Locusts 15 Unclean 16 
Atoll 17 Broody 18 Daniel 19 Green 21 Eider 

Additional news from the Village Hall! 
 
A PA system has been installed in the Hall which incorporates an Induction 
Loop to assist those with a hearing aid. The system has six speakers posi-
tioned right around the Hall + two mikes to plug in and two radio mikes. It 
currently has a facility for an independent CD/cassette player to be used, 
but the Hall Committee intends to provide such a player in due course.  
The system is extremely simple to set up and easy to operate, so if any 
members of a user group feel they would like to use it would they please 
contact the Manager, Margaret Wiscombe 443819, to arrange a key to 
gain access to the stowage. There are full instructions posted there but if 
you feel you need a personal demonstration, this can be arranged.  
The Loop system only operates if the PA system is ‘live’ (i.e. a mike is be-
ing used) and hearing aid users should be advised to switch to the T 
switch on their aids. (Signs are in place at the hall) 
We very much hope that users will soon register the benefit of this invest-
ment and thank the EDDC and Community Council for the promised grants 
towards the cost of installation.    
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Report on Uplyme Parish Council Monthly Meeting held on 8th November 2006 
 
The Chairman started the meeting by welcoming back Cllr.Pam Shirley who had been unable 
to attend meetings as she was recovering from a hip operation. 
Planning 
Applications Granted by East Devon District Council  
Barnes Meadow. Display of four flag advertisements. 
Applications considered 
Beech Farm, Harcombe. Erection of storage building for equestrian and agricultural use. No 
objections approval recommended. 
Little Paddocks, Yawl Hill Lane. Erection of replacement detached dwelling and garage. The 
Parish Council has no objections in principle to replacing the existing bungalow with a new 
dwelling. It welcomes the removal of the two residential caravans and the general tidying up 
of the site. However this is considered a ‘skyline’ development situated on top of a hill. The 
adjacent properties are low rise and their presence has little impact on the countryside. This 
proposed new building would be eight metres high and clearly visible from the surrounding 
neighbourhood. In an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty higher standards have to be ob-
served when introducing a new building into the countryside. The Parish Council has no 
problem with design but has major concerns over the height in relation to the elevated site 
and therefore recommends that:- 1. The height should be brought into line with neighbouring 
buildings 2. It should be a condition that the caravans be removed. 3.Roofing materials to be 
of a muted colour, preferably slate. 
Carnbrae, Woodhouse Hill. Replacement barn and stables (Amended plans).No objections 
approval recommended. 
Other Planning 
Spinney Cottage (The Cabin) Venlake Lane. Trim overhanging branches of one beech tree. 
Application withdrawn 
Barnes Meadow The Chairman reported that a meeting of the Barnes Meadow Management 
Committee was due to take place on 8th November. This had to be cancelled as John Steven of 
Wykeham Homes was unable to attend due to a commitment which had arisen. However, Mr 
Steven sent the following report on progress at Barnes Meadow:- 
1. Landscaping underway and should be complete by mid November. This includes the village 
green and the wildlife corridors. 
2. The boundary wall to Lyme road; Complete, we are now waiting for the council to com-
plete their core samples of the pavement to complete the tarmac, hopefully this will be immi-
nent. 
3. The footpath diversion order - This is still actively being investigated by our lawyers. 
4. A construction update - 2 houses complete, 2 nearing completion, 4 under super structure 
construction, and the remaining foundations underway with the piling rig on site 6th Novem-
ber. 
5. Sales update - as you know we have 14 properties to be constructed in the final phase of 
development at Barnes Meadow. Of these four have been sold and the first two have now 
completed, the other two properties have contracts exchanged and we have further three res-
ervations, leaving 7 available. 
6. This is a much better level of sales than we were anticipating and reflects the quality of the 
build and design and of course the wonderful location. 

Children’s Playground  Cllr Clarke-Irons has requested a quote from HAGS 
(who installed the existing equipment) for a uniplay item which would incorporate what the 
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recent survey of children indicated was preferred. As this would be a first for the company 
there is a possibility that if they did develop the equipment then the Parish Council may be 
able to purchase at a discount. However, although  a further £785 has been collected this is 
well below what is needed. It would appear that the funding made available to EDDC from 
central government is to be used predominantly for leisure facilities in towns. No reply has 
as yet been forthcoming from EDDC in response to the Parish Council’s request for funds. 
A further application is to be submitted to “Awards for All” for Lottery funding. 

  Charles White, Parish Clerk—01297 32937 

Cottage to rent in Provence  
 
Charming, beautifully furnished 2 bedroom 
character cottage with stunning views in 
Rosans, a medieval hilltop village set in 
lavender country near to where the Alps 
meet the Cote du Rhone.  
 

Superb weather from April to October, 300 
days sunshine per year.  
 

Sleeps 2-6. The cottage is available for a 
very reasonable rate per week, fully inclusive of linen, welcome pack, of which we 
will donate a percentage of the money towards church funds.  
 

For more details & photos see 'members.aol.com/rosanscottage' Plenty of cheap 
flights available with BA, Ryan Air, Easyjet to this corner of France.  
 

Please call Samantha Pennington on 01297 444432 if you are interested. 

Snowmen 
 
Two snowmen were standing 
next to each other. One said  to 
the other:  
"Can you smell carrots?" 
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DECEMBER CROSSWORD 

Across  
5 Christmas song (5) 
8 See 9 across 
9 and 8 ac. His name has transformed into Santa 
Claus (5,8) 
10 One of the first visitors to the infant Jesus (8) 
11 .._____ you feet and cry out (Ezek 6.11) (5) 
14 Where there was no room for Mary and Joseph 
(3) 
16 Feed trough used as a cradle for the infant Jesus 
(6) 
17 Season leading up to Christmas (6) 
18 Shelled reproductive body (3) 
20 Wireless (5) 
24 and 27 ac Stage productions performed in many 
schools  
around Christmas time (8,5) 
25 Comparatively unimportant (5) 
26 Traditionally, the name of one of the Magi (8) 
27 See 24 across 

Down  
1 Grind the teeth (5) 
2 Threaded fastener (5) 
3 Small hut (5) 
4 Incapable of having children, like Elizabeth 
in Luke ch. 1 (6) 
6 Having a tendency to change (8) 
7 ..an ________ to grace your neck (Pr 3.22) 
(8) 
12 He made his offering on the eighth day in 
Numbers ch. 7 (8) 
13 Yellow flowered wild plant (8) 
14 Anger (3) 
15 Incessantly find fault (3) 
19 Small beard (6) 
21 With which the papyrus basket in Exodus 
ch. 2 was coated (5) 
22 Polite (5) 
23 A gift of the Magi (5) 
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Parish News Information 
 

Please remember the next issue of the magazine is for 
FEBRUARY and all articles up to and including things in 

early March should be with us by the 10th  JANUARY. The 
best way to get things to us is by email to: 

parishnews@uplymechurch.org.uk 
Or leave in the pigeon hole in Church under “H” for 
my attention. 
    ROBIN HODGES—Editor 

 

Uplyme Village Hall  
Sat.6th January  

2pm  
In aid of Village Hall funds  

Tel 445185  

Uplyme Village Hall  
Sat.20th January  

2pm  
In aid of 1st Lym valley 

scout group  
Tel 445185  

 

Uplyme Village Hall  
Sat.24th February  

2pm  
In aid of Tulsi Trust  

THE SCOUT HUT 
 
 
 
 
 
The scout hut in Rhode lane 
is available for hire, either 
for regular user groups or 
single functions. 

Tel 445185  
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Rector of Uplyme & Vicar of Axmouth 
Rev. Jeremy White, The Rectory, Rhode Lane, Uplyme, DT7 3TX Tel: 443256 
      Email: rector@uplymechurch.org.uk 
Church Administrator  Gill McMenemy  444499 (Church Office) 
and Honorary Sec PCC    Email: administrator@uplymechurch.org.uk 
 
Churchwardens   Robin Hodges  445180      Carole Fowkes   35884 
Deputy Churchwarden  Jenny Perham  32254      Mark Trafford 443252 
Treasurer   Neil Pullinger  443973 
Sexton    Jeanne Allen  445457 
Electoral Roll Officer  Shirley Hobden  443432 
Organist & Choirmaster  Brian Manners  443845 
Asst Organist   Adrian Pearson  442902 
Bell Ringers: Tower Capt. June Moulding  445143 
Youth Worker   Irve Griffiths  444621 
Mrs Ethelston’s School Head Roger Grose  442210 
Parish News Editor  Robin Hodges  445180 
Parish News Sec.  Bob Deas, 8 Cooks Mead, Uplyme, DT7 3XJ  442224 
Mission Support Group  Carol Linsley  442358 
Home Groups   Don Draper  442755 
Lay Visitors Group  Carole Fowkes  35884 
Flower Group   Jenny Perham  32254 
Prayer Group   Terry Daly  445541 
Junior Church   Kate Eaton  445135 

From the Registers 
 
Funerals / Interment of Ashes 
  
30 Oct.  Marjorie Fry  
 
Baptisms 
 
Nil 
 
Marriages/Blessings 
 
10 Nov.  Roger Robert Seed & 
  Liesa Susan Brocklehurst   

YOUR 
LEGACY 

TO THE CHURCH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAVE YOU MADE ONE 
WHY NOT SEE YOUR 

SOLICITOR 


